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1. Ever sincs the formation of the present Arab Bigher Exscutive at the Bludan
session of the Arab League in June 1946, the Execativs has been constantly
under fire for mainly two reasons:

(2) Hot being vepresentative of all Arsb partles
and orgsnizations, and -

(b) Por having been formed arbitrarily by the
. Arsb Loagus snd not by the Palestine Arsbs
thenmsalves.

2, This attitude of criticlism and hostility was well appreciated by the
mecbers of the Bxecutive. In fach, it is generally admovledged that,
ned it not besn for frequent trips %o Alexendria where the merbers would
meet under the Muftifs chairmsnship, the Execative would have hardly bean
able to carry én pacmse of the lack of confidence and support of the cther
leaders and the pecple in general.

3. It appsers that the Mufii himself indicabed that a broadsy and nore
representative composition of tha Ezemtive was desired, znd thet perticuiarly
a body, formed by the psople themselves and not by the Lesgue, was indise-
pensable. Sueh & body would make poseible the inclusian of roprasentabives
of othar psrtiss, who ave al present cusaing srbarrassment to the Exewmbive
by their fnactive and critical attitude.

L. Although the enlargement of the Exemtive and ite expansion Yo mske it more
 representative of Palestine Arabs gensrally has long bean vecognized; no
plan to accomplish this purpcse has yet been £inally approved, even for
suggestion to the Arsb Ieague. Among plans reliably reported to be under
consideration are the following: ‘

Inclusicn of vepresentatives of all %litical %%.ies:

A5 hes previously been pointed out, the preson ecutive
doss not have party representatives as such. The Executive

\ | is composed of two vepresentatives of Jamsl al-Husaynils

) former Arab Higher Cotmittes snd two of the Arsh Higher Front.
\ The Reform, Dofense, Youth, Kational Bloe, and Istiglal
Partias are not represented.
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(b)

{e)

{d)

Another plan, descrived by ¢
is the enlargement of the
whom would be m*;pectcd to devote tl.c i entire b1
Executive. llo ueabior
for the active nosi
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Inclusion of representatives of lubor and peasant elements:

The ralesting Lrab Lorkers Soclety and Lhe Aras Labor
Conferenee {both non-pclitical lsbor unions) wield sonsiderable
influence through thelr younger and ener retlc lzadershin.

In like mamner, the Arab Rurel Conference, representing

fellahin interosts, appears %o be incrcasing in nuuber

and influence, and, having Lor long sulfered politiecal
neglect, might Ri};a}y be represented, should the enlargement
of the Sxecutive take place.

Inclusion of Lefitish elemonis: Lo
win repmsen’c,atior\ in the pcz‘s
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to execreise considordble influ G P
hxecutive, should such an i_mz
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Ishaq Darwlsh, {orser Director of fruaf Schiesis
and the lafti's close companiong
Akran Zu'aybar, Arsb youth les der;
Sheilh llasan nbd-al—Sau 1, the [witifs former aldes
Rassen I’l"a...id._, Pormer idegistrar of Coopet ative
Socleties and a youth leader, alse
close to the I'uftiy
" %123 al-Din al-Shawwa, lormer District Cfficer {Palestine
Government position) and lately in
the service of Xing Ibn Saud;
Hunif al~Husayni, former editor of the now defunct
newspaper al-Liwas at vresent secretary
to the i

wile Ghuri as being uader achive consideration,
zecubive to mclur’e twenty mosbars, seven of

e to the work of the

26 being Llilkely candidates

wd e foll
lonss

Tha Mufti
dJazal al~Husayni
Emil Ghuri
pPr. 'Issat Tanus, ex -secratary of tm Arab Higher Commibtac
Semi Taha, Tepresents Falestine arad "orkers associlabion on AVIC
» Khalil Dudayri

The remaining nesbers would coeb regularly at irntervals i‘ about a month

to act as consultants for Nrsstaav~ shlng policy and advicing on procedurc,
CUMSRLIT T,
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6o Jamad al~fusaym’ is very reliably reporved to Have said thas
the work of the Fuscutive nod bogged dovn because only the
four ¥ rs selected by the ireb Lesgue are active. fhmadd
Hilmi Pasha seid his vime was fdly cecupiced Ly the afTairs
of his bank {the Arab National Benk), and Dr. Jusson Ahalidi

- hag been engsged in the bullding of an fran hospital, fands
for which were donated by ong of his late relatives, vihich has
taken an inereasing amourt of hic timee. ‘This has left the
affairs of the Exceubtive in the hands of Jemal al-Husayni and
Zmil Gharl, both of whom are leaders of the Palestine Arab Parsy.
Critics and oppononts of thic Party quite naturally chargs the
Sxecutive with playing purty politics, this criticien being
cantered largely in the ipab youth, wivo ave showing sigas of
deifting to the left, Jamal al~Husayni said thut the active
regbership of the Bxecutive should be incrgased and that there
should be & consaltative asseubly to neet overy month op every
o months. ¥hile no definite nu ber was mentioned by alm,
thirty was proposed, end he did not deny it. e added that

his asse:bly should inelude represantatives of every Lrab
orgenization with political simg. In general, his eenversation
followed along the lines suggested by knile Churi as being one
of the plans under considerstion, .

25X1A6a _ So-ment: It must be remembered, however, that
, g Areb Higher Mxecutive was created by the Arab Leagre

when the Talestine .rabe conld nob agres anong themselves se
bo wepresentation. It vas fomied Lo pive the leamue o body
Yo consult with regard to the felestine quostion, 1% is
virtually without any povere of ils o, ard any action
Llovolving changes in the vresent organization and funedions
would be sublect Lo the Leajue's approval and CONCRTLEas,
Tt is hardly lilzely, however, thai the cue would refuse

to recognize any ropreseutative body if the Arsbs of Pal 2gbine
Gaxl aprec avong themselves as to its constitution.

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000200010005-7




